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Dr. Susan Lawrencia Jackson V.J

A Transactional Analytical Reading of Nagarkar’s God’s Little Soldier

Abstract

The rampant chaﬁges in post pandemic scenario demand a sea change in the evaluation of literature
and its seamless relationship with the workings of human mind. Transactional Analysis, an
offshoot of Freud’s Psychoanalysis is propounded by Dr.Eric Berne. It is his attempt to redefine the
relationship between the behaviour of an individual and his life script is the trigger point of this
post-modern theory. Accerding to Dr. Eric Berne, every individual formulates a script during his
infancy. S/He dirccts and design her/his life as per the script. However, the theory is revolutionary
as it subverts the view that the life script of an individual cannot be re-fashioned. The paper
attempts to analyse the specific life position HYou-its repe;ci]ssions on the individual with
reference to God’s Little Soldier. It intends to offer some Era‘éﬁéal solutions to rectify behavioural
issues and traumas faced by the new generation lost in the. era of grey revolution.

Key words-Life Position, Behavioural Issues, seript, I+You-, Grey revolution

Introduction

Eric Berne's Transactional Analysis is an extensively developed and researched branch today. The
present paper applies the specific concept, ‘Life Position’ and script theory in Kiran Nagarkar's
God's Little Soldier.The concept is based on the principle that every individual tends to be a
persecutor, rescuer or a victim based on the pre dominant life position acquired by him in his life.
The four life positions are I+You-, I-You-, [-Yout and [+You+. I+You- means | am OK and You
are not OK. I-You- means | am not OK and You are not OK. I-You+ means I am not OK and You
are OK and 1-You+ means 1 am OK and You are OK. The last life position I+ You+ is the ideal
life position and it must be imbibed by the individual by deliberat'e effort. Although everyone tends
to enjoy this life position during the foetal period, one’s environment conditioning leads to I+You-,

I-You- and I-Yout life positions.

Key Concepts

1+You-

112



